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The first in this series of the Collected Works of Distinguished Acousticians is that of Isadore Rudnick (May 8,
1917 - August 22, 1997).
Rudnick was honored by the Acoustical Society of America (ASA) with the R. Bruce Lindsay (Biennial) Award
in 1948, the Silver Medal in Physical Acoustics in 1975, and the Gold Medal in 1982. He was recognized for his
acoustics research in low temperature physics with this field's most prestigious award, the Fritz London
Memorial Award, in 1981 and was inducted into the National Academy of Science in 1983.
Izzy's research in physical acoustics addressed boundary propagation, reciprocity calibration, high intensity
sound and its biological effects, nonlinear sound propagation, and acoustics in superconductors and
superfluids, including critical phenomena in bulk and thin films.
The first disc in this three disc set contains reprints of Rudnick's papers from scientific journals, including 26
from the Journal of the Acoustical of America, and 87 from other prestigious journals, as well as some
consulting reports and invited papers presented at international meetings which would otherwise be difficult to
obtain.
The second disc includes a montage of photographs of Rudnick with colleagues and family, Rudnick's prize
winning film “The Unusual Properties of Liquid Helium, “and a video of the Plenary session at the ASA's 100th
meeting where Rudnick presented 90 minutes of unique and stage-sized acoustics demonstrations. While
videotaped under poor conditions and of lamentable quality, the reprocessed video of acoustics
demonstrations is one of the most valuable parts of this collection.
The third disc is a video recording of the Memorial Session held at the 135th meeting of the ASA, which
provides a comprehensive summary of Rudnick's contributions as described by former students and
collaborators.
The CD was compiled by Julian D. Maynard and Steven L. Garrett of the Pennsylvania State University, State
College, Pennsylvania.
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